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Thanks to the following for their participation at our
2006 Rediscover AAAS Convention held in Lethbridge.

Honourable Doug Horner - Minister of Agriculture, Food & Rural Development - MLA Spruce Grove - Sturgeon - St. Albert 
Mr. Ray Danyluk - MLA Lac La Biche - St. Paul
Honourable Clint Dunford - Minister of Economic Development - MLA Lethbridge - West
Mr. Ted Morton - MLA Foothills - Rocky View 
Honourable Luke Ouellette - Minister of Restructuring & Government Efficiency - MLA Innisfail - Sylvan Lake
Mr. Lloyd Snelgrove - MLA Vermilion - Lloydminster 
Honourable Edward Stelmach - Minister of International & Intergovernmental Relations - MLA Fort Saskatchewan - Vegreville
Mr. Lyle Oberg - MLA Strathmore - Brooks
Mr. Barry McFarland - MLA Little Bow
Mr. Leonard Mitzel - MLA Cypress - Medicine Hat
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Click onto www.albertaagsocieties.ca

Find the latest information on fund raising opportunities, 
marketing, and much more.

ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

Mission Statement

Room 200, J. G. O’Donoghue Building
7000 - 113 Street

Edmonton, AB  T6H 5T6
T: (780) 427-2174    F: (780) 422-7755

Email: aaas@albertaagsocieties.ca
www.albertaagsocieties.ca 

Mike Sidoryk - President, Region 4
Grace Duff - Past President
Gary Moses - 1st Vice President, Region 4
Rod Phillips - 2nd Vice President, Region 5
Lorne Gustafson - Treasurer, Region 3
Mark Jensen - Region 1
Stan Marshall - Region 2
Charlie Moore - Director, Region 3
Tim Carson - Region 5
Smokey Young - Director, Region 6
Andre Charrois - Service Member Rep
Sherry Currat - Administrative Assistant

T: (306) 825-5571
T: (403) 329-9542
T: (780) 853-4484
T: (780) 955-4594
T: (403) 227-2081
T: (403) 653-1311
T: (403) 364-3793
T: (403) 227-2598
T: (780) 446-3213
T: (780) 624-8846
T: (780) 930-4438
T: (780) 427-2174

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF

ISSUE DEADLINES
Spring: March 15

Summer: June 15
Fall: September 15

Winter: December 15

As the Alberta Association for Agriculture Societies (AAAS) our mission as a provincial organization is to enhance the quality 
of life in Alberta through programs and services to member associations and working for the common goals of its 
membership.  Our continuing goal is to serve Alberta’s agricultural societies.

SIZE

Full Page

1/2 Page

1/4 Page

Business Card

Business Card 4 Ads

MEMBER

$100.00

$60.00

$40.00

$25.00

$80.00

NON-MEMBER

$150.00

$80.00

$60.00

$30.00

$100.00

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

 

The Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies (AAAS) 
is inviting applications for the position of: 

                                        Executive Director

Reporting to the Board of Directors, the Executive Director is responsible for 
day-to-day operations, strategic planning and marketing strategies on behalf 
of the AAAS.  As an innovative leader, the successful candidate will assist in 
creating a provincial vision of services for its staff and members.  It is 
important to have a strong understanding of the geographic, economic, 
political, social and cultural differences.  As a non-profit organization it is 
essential that the successful candidate demonstrate funds development 
expertise.  A strong knowledge in accounting, budgeting and finance 
management, as well as computer proficiency is a must.

For more information regarding this opportunity, or to learn more about our 
organization, visit our website at www.albertaagsocieties.ca or contact 
Sherry Currat at sherry.currat@gov.ab.ca.  This position will remain open 
until a suitable candidate is hired.  We thank all applicants for their interest, 
however, only those being considered will be contacted.

 



3AAAS NewsletterApril 2006

         
          I am very pleased to be elected President of AAAS.  I have been involved with the 
Lloydminster Agricultural Exhibition Association for over 25 years and with the Alberta 
Association of Agricultural Societies for approximately 9 years.  I have seen many changes in 
our industry over the past 25 years and look forward to many more positive changes in the future.     
          We had a great convention in Lethbridge on February 10 & 11, with one of the largest 
delegations ever.  I would like to thank all who attended, as well as Region 1 for hosting this year.  
They did a tremendous job.  During the convention we had several resolutions put forward.  
These are positive, as they provide us with direction for the future.  We will have the approved 
Resolutions listed on our web site.  Please take the time to review these resolutions, as they are 
All very important.
          We are continuing to work with Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development to keep the Ag Society Review in 
the forefront, and we will continue to work hard to achieve a speedy resolve for continued support to the agricultural 
societies of Alberta.  We will do our best, but we also need you to continue to lobby your MLA's to achieve success.
          I would like to take this time to thank a few people:  EID, Roxanne Carr, as she recently left our Association; Past 
President, Grace Duff; Past Region 5 Director Michele Weitzel, who retired this year; and Director, Jack McDonald, who 
retired from the Board this year due to medical reasons. Thanks to all of you for your support, hard work and dedication to 
the agricultural societies and to the AAAS Board.  I would also like to welcome our newly elected representatives:  Region 
1 Director, Mark Jensen; Region 5 Director, Tim Carson; and Service Member Representative, André Charrois of Foster 
Park Baskett Insurance Ltd.  I look forward to working with you for the next year.
          In closing, I look forward to working for you all as President in the continual growth of AAAS.

Convention Windup by Grace Duff, 2006 Convention Chair & Past President

     I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for attending our 2006 AAAS Convention held in Lethbridge 
on February 10-12.  Hopefully, you had the opportunity to renew old friendships, make new ones and renew your passion 
for our great industry.  We were very excited with the attendance as it broke our previous attendance records.  There were 
over 600 people who attended from 110 Alberta agricultural societies and twenty companies.  
     The convention included a strong educational component that focused on three streams Facility management, 
Marketing and programming and Board development.  This included central issues that are facing agricultural societies 
such as board governance, energy conservation, financial management, private/public partnership, sponsorship 
development and how to get youth involved in our organizations. The MLA Open Forum was very well attended and 
several comments were received on it being beneficial from the perspective of having an opportunity to discuss grassroots 
issues. In particular, discussions revolved around the AAFRD Review being done on agricultural societies and the 
opportunities for all members to play a greater role as leaders in their communities in rural growth and development. 
     It is always a privilege to be able to recognize those in our industry for their contributions this year our Honor role 
recipients were Alan Heggie from Raymond and District Ag Society and George Sewell from Spruce Grove & District Ag 
Society for their outstanding contributions to their agricultural societies and communities very deserving recipients.  
Congratulations, as well to all the awards committee recipients.  
     Our annual meeting wrapped up the convention on a strong note with active participation and dialogue between a 
cross section of all sizes of agricultural societies.  Resolutions reflected members' concerns for the need for increased 
financial support to further the membership's goals and objectives in leading sustainability and growth in their 
communities.  The passion and belief in this industry is outstanding!  Your Board appreciates the feedback and will be 
following through on those comments during the next year, as well as keeping focused on the agricultural society review.     
     In closing, I would like to acknowledge and thank the local organizing committee for all the work that they put into the 
planning during the past year and their hands on work during the convention they did an awesome job!  The local 
committee consisted of Beth Brandics from Vauxhall Ag Society, Jackie French from Lethbridge Exhibition, Robert Matlock 
from Milk River Ag Society, Darren Milne from Lethbridge Exhibition, Edith Svannes from Carmangay Ag Society and 
Deanna Wynder from Mid-River Ag Society.  It was great to see so many Region 1 Ag Societies attend this convention; 
this was due to this group of people great job!   I would also like to thank the Board convention committee for their role 
and the hard work that they put into this convention over the past year  -Committee members were Roxanne Carr, Shauna 
Johnston, Stan Marshall, Jack McDonald and Michele Weitzel.  Last, however not least, I would like to acknowledge and 
thank the AAAS Board and AAAS Staff for their dedicated commitment, passion and the countless hours that they 
put into the 2006 convention.  Thank-you!  

President's Report - Mike Sidoryk, Region 4
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If you would like any pictures from the convention, please call the office!

Rediscover AAAS
Thank You to Our Convention Sponsors

Bronze
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede 

CIBC Agriculture
Edmonton Journal
FORTIS ALBERTA
Northlands Park
RBC Royal Bank
TD CanadaTrust

Silver
Alberta's Credit Unions 

ATB Financial
EPCOR

Farm Estate Advisory Group
Federation of Alberta Gas Co-ops Ltd.

Foster Park Baskett Insurance Ltd. 
Lethbridge & District Exhibition

Gold
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 

Superior Show Services 
West Coast Amusements

UFA

Special Thanks
To Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development for their continued support of 

Agricultural societies in their efforts to promote agriculture and rural growth and development.

ROXEVENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS
Specializing in agri industry

management & operations

•  Strategic Planning

•  Communications

•  Tradeshows

•  Sponsorships

•  Gates & Admissions

•  Conventions

780.920.5466 rpcarr@shaw.ca
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Regional Updates
Region 1 - Director Mark Jensen 
As I am new to this job and not yet sure what I'm doing, but learning fast, I would like to plan a regional meeting for 
sometime in May. I will be letting everyone know the particulars about it. If there is anything that you would like to 
have discussed or brought up, or things that you would like to learn about, let me know and I will try to arrange it. 
One thing that I want to deal with is the ever growing demand for proper insurance and coverage that we as 
agricultural societies need. I would also like to put together an event calendar and put it together in such a way that 
we make it a travel trail from event to event, as put on by each society throughout the summer or perhaps year. I 
haven't put together all the details but if we can get the information into the hands of the Albertans then perhaps we 
can grow the events of all the Societies. Send me your events lists and let's try to promote them all as a team. Now I 
know that everyone is busy and that we all have a life outside the Ag society that we serve on. Ha! Ha! Wink! Wink!. 
The more that come to the meeting, the more ideas and information can be gathered as to how we as a region can 
help one another. Let me know what you need. I look forward to serving you for the next three years. I would like to 
hear from you, attend meetings and help in any way I can. I hope that things are well with you and yours, and that all 
your events go off without a hitch. Mark

Region 2 - Director Stan Marshall
Convention plans are going well for the 2007 AAAS Convention in Calgary.  A Region 2 Convention meeting will be 
held in Strathmore on Saturday, April 8th at 1:00 pm in the Charles Mercer Room at the Civic Centre Building.  For 
more information call Stan (403) 556-8268 or Strathmore Ag Society @ (403) 934-5811.  Convention update will be 
forthcoming.

Region 3 - Director Lorne Gustafson and Charlie Moore
It was nice to see the participation at the Annual Convention in Lethbridge. We are looking forward to the findings of 
the review committee.
March 6-8  Growing Rural Tourism Convention, Camrose. This year's theme was “Selling Your Idea”. Region 3 is very 
fortunate to be hosting this event in our region. Keynote presentation “10 Immutable Rules of Successful Tourism” by 
Roger Brooks, Destination Development Inc. Of Olympia, Wa. A further presentation by Mr. Brooks was “Saving 
Downtown: Ten Steps for Revitalization Without Breaking the Bank”. “Passion, Persistence and Profit  Trail of the 
Great Bear” - presented by Beth Russell Towe. “Taking Control, Keeping Control” presented by Danny Hooper. This 
was the convention's sixth year  it just gets better every year. It should be a “must attend” event on everyone's list. It 
had something of interest for every attendee. We were treated to a night with Danny Hooper and Camrose own 
“idol”, Wyn McLean. Many thanks to Wyn, Colleen and crew  a great convention.
Charlie and I would like to thank Region 3 delegates for their support over the last few years. We are looking ahead to 
host the 2008 convention, possibly in Red Deer.

Region 4 Report - Directors Gary Moses and Mike Sidoryk
We have just finished up our convention and, as always, Region 4 was well represented with  124 delegates from 19 
agricultural societies.  We received a lot of positive feedback from those who attended the convention.  For those who 
did not attended this year, you should really consider attending next year's in Region 2 in 2007.

We held  a regional meeting during the convention, at which we mostly discussed the convention.  

We are entering into major planning for all of our summer activities.  Good luck with all your summer events and 
activities.  If you have any special days happening, please let us know.

Our next regional meeting is planned for December 6, 2006 at Rich Lake.  The Rich Lake Agricultural Society will be 
our hosts and are planning an excellent program and a wonderful home cooked meal.  A mail out will be done in 
early November to provide further information.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Region 5 - Directors Rod Phillips and Tim Carson
Regional meeting held in Rochester on April 1, 2006.
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Region 6  Director Smokey Young
Well, we are back from Lethbridge and all are well!  Goes to prove that you can go the distance to have a great time 
and it doesn't hurt!  Region 6 thanks all those that were involved in the AAAS Convention.  There is always lots of 
planning and work that doesn't always show on the surface.  Keep up the great work!

Spring is just around the corner and we hope that the spring rains come on time, no problems calving, and the sun 
shines a little brighter on everyone to make life just plain good.

Region 6 has its AAAS Regional spring meeting April 8, 2006 at Kinuso.  Please attend and see their new structure that 
is in Phase One.  Don't say that it is too far or you are too busy.  Just jump in your vehicle, car pool or whatever, and 
let the wind blow your hair back!  The change of scenery will do you good and we need to support all of our 
Agricultural Societies in our Region.  We are a Team!    Thanks Kinuso for hosting us.

We have a busy slate planned for our Regional Meeting.  If there are any issues you would like addressed at our 
meetings, please feel free to bring them up.

On our bus trip home from the AAAS Convention, we came up with the idea of collecting pins from every Agricultural 
Society in the province and incorporate them onto a quilted project.  If you would like to be included, would you 
please send your agricultural society pin to Smokey Young, Box 7485, Peace River, Alberta  T8S 1T1.  I will also 
phone each agricultural society in the province to make everyone aware.  We thank you in advance for your 
cooperation in our endeavor.  Janice Nemecz from the Hawk Hills Agricultural Society has volunteered to do the 
quilting.  Thank you very much Janice for your enthusiasm and commitment.

We are also trying to do a “Calender of Events” for Region 6.  I need the dates, location, and the names of all your 
events from now till October 30.  I hope to have it compiled by April 8 and ready for you by then.  So, please email 
Rita at  or phone me at 1-780-624-8846 with your dates as soon as possible.  Then, at our fall 
regional meeting, we can hand out the calendar from November 1, 2006 to April 30, 2007.  We would need your 
winter dates by September 15, 2006.

I want to say Thank You for the beautiful roses that I received from Region 6, the gifts for the bus trip, the back 
massage/reflexology on the bus, and the beautiful dream catcher. I extend a “Special” Thank-You to everyone who 
nursed me back to health.  

Please let me not forget to mention all those that brought goodies on the bus.  You are all incredible.  They say 
anything possible can be done and anything impossible just takes a little longer.  Everyone who took the “Happy Bus” 
is very special and I love you all.  Thank you for making it special and making it happen.

A “Regional Get Together” idea has come about where we would all meet at a designated spot and just have fun.  
Whether it would be held at someone's fair grounds, a campsite, or a lake, we don't know yet.  It may be pot-luck, or 
we may have someone just cook burgers, we don't know that either.  We do know that we will meet and have fun.  
Any suggestions are welcome and we need to set a date soon.  Please put on your thinking caps for the upcoming 
Regional Meeting April 8.

Please make a commitment to have someone from each Agricultural Society attend the AAAS Convention in 2007.  It 
is to your benefit that you do.  Also, I want to see you at our Regional Meetings.  That is only three times a year plus 
our Regional Get Together.  We are not asking too much and it will be fun and informative.  See you there!

The team, “Northern Lights” was purchased by Ranfurly Ag Society.  Angie Bouchard, Shelly Mitchell, Rhonda Fry, 
and Smokey Young make up the “Live Auction” team this year for Region 6. We will be in Ranfurly August 6, 2006, 
so please drop on by to see Ranfurly's event.  I know we are looking forward to it.  Thank You Ranfurly for 
purchasing us!  Make your plans for next year to purchase a team to come and help with your event.  Everyone needs 
some extra hands.  Make light of work and be merry.  

Great News from our Savanna Ag Society!  They and Savanna Minor Hockey are attempting to win the Kraft Foods 
Hockeyville Contest.  In order to win this prestigious award, CBC will be filming the Hockey Moms playing the under 
PeeWee age group.  The game will be played in March at the Savanna Rec Plex and everyone is welcome! Watch for 
them on TV!  For more info, contact Jessie or George at 1-780-351-3808.  Good Luck Everyone!

I look forward to my next three-year term.  I want to hear from you, attend your meetings, and meet all of you. 

vryoung@telusplanet.net
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Insurance solutions that work.

Foster Park Baskett Insurance Ltd. has been serving Albertans 
for over 25 years.  Being one of the largest independent
insurance brokerages in the province, we have been able to 
develop a strong insurance program for all agricultural 
societies underwritten by a Canadian Insurer.

Our insurance program provides numerous types of insurance 
products and can be tailored to meet the needs of each
agricultural society.  
Coverage such as:

•  Non-Profit Directors and Officers
•  Commercial Property
•  Host Liquor Liability
•  Boiler and Machinery

•  Commercial Liability
•  Special Event Liability
•  Accidental Death &
      Dismemberment

Call Andre for a quotation.

Toll Free: 1-800-668-3213
Locally:  780-489-4961
Email: andre.charrois@fpb.ab.ca
Edmonton, Alberta  T5S 1J9 “Experience Counts.  Relationships Matter.”

Staff Picture
I'm the one in the middle!
It is a pleasure to be a part of the Alberta Association of Agricultural 
Societies.
I came on board in August and have never looked back. My past 
experiences are 13 years with the CIBC, 3 years with Voxcom 
Security Systems and 8 years with a Private Investigator here in 
Edmonton.
I have lived all my life in the city but in the past 3 years have lived on a 
farm near Beaumont. I am truly a country girl at heart and look 
forward to coming to your town this summer. My first experience 
with the Convention was great and look forward to the next one. 
Please call me anytime and I will try my hardest to help out in any way 
possible.
Sherry Currat, Administrative Assistant

Mark your calendar!
Early-bird convention registration fee for C.A.F.E. members is 

$465.00 and they will be extending this member only fee to all 
AAAS members as well, that is a savings of $55! 

Registration will be open at the end of April.
Check out the C.A.F.E. website @ www. Canadian-fairs.ca 

for more programming information.

Bryan Couture
West Coast Lumberjack Shows

(604) 898-9493 office/home
(604) 898-9495 fax
(604) 892-7885 cell

bryan@loggersports.com

Affiliates: Tourism Vancouver- Squamish Chamber- C.A.F.E.-B.C.A.A.S.- A.A.A.S.- W.C.F.A.- O.A.A.S.- F.E.O.

VANCOUVER - PROUD HOST OF THE 2010 OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES & PARALYMPIC WINTER GAMES
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It’s a Fact...
By Sarah Lohman

Helmets are a neglected issue in the many areas of Alberta.  True, bike laws have been enforced, but ATV
and horse helmet use is not taken as seriously.

For junior riders it is law to wear a helmet.  Should anyone not wear a helmet, in an accident, insurance
companies will NOT provide coverage.

A ten year old girl, Elizabeth Hader, was killed due to a riding accident in a public trail facility.  The horse
was merely spooked and the girl was thrown from her horse.  Due to a lack of proper riding gear (especially
a riding helmet) the girl died.

It’s a Fact...
By Sarah Lohman

People are seriously injured and hospitalized due to head injuries more often on horse back than in hockey,
football, boxing and soccer.

A fall from 2 feet (60cm) can cause permanent brain damage and a horse elevates to eight feet (when
kicking/bucking), or more above ground.  A human skull can be shattered on impact at a speed of only
7 - 10 kmh.  Horses can gallop at speeds of up to 65 kmh.

Statistics show that a motorcyclist can expect a serious injury every 7,000 hours of driving while a horse
rider can expect serious injury every 350 hours.

It’s a Fact...
By Sarah Lohman

Helmets reduce non-fatal head injuries by up to 64% and the risk of mortality by 42% and yet ATV helmet
use is extremely low.

Studies in the U.S. Emergency Department also reveal an estimated 273 people die annually from ATV
injuries and more than a third of those deaths are children.  Children have a death risk of four to twelve
times that of adults when it comes to ATV use.

 

 

 
 

 

#6, 3700 - 19th Street NE   Calgary, AB  T2E 6V2
Phone:  877-291-3166  Fax:  403-291-4774
Email: gkioroe@kilroeandassociates.com

FREE GIVEAWAYS FOR YOUR EVENT
Are you planning an event this summer? Looking for free giveaway items or 
small prizes? If so, the Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian (OCPV) 
would like to partner with you to spread the word about biosecurity.

As part of the OCPV Biosecurity Initiative, Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development wants to distribute a number of items to promote best practices 
in biosecurity: 

• Gate signs
• Pens
• Flashing buttons
• Fridge magnets
• Bumper stickers, and 
• A handy litter bag to help keep your event site tidy this summer!

The Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian will be sending samples out to 
each Agriculture Society office in Alberta in the next few weeks. They will be 
included in a package that also contains some important posters that they hope 
you will post in your community.

If your event is coming up very soon, please do not hesitate to call and ask for 
giveaway items. They will be shipped to you free of charge! 

Please contact:        Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian (780) 427-3448
                               Or go to: www.agric.gov.ab.ca/biosecurity
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