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MESSAGE FROM
THECEO

Tim Carson

CEO of Alberta Association of
Agricultural Societies

Welcome to fall! It always seems summer goes by
so fast. It is great to see the dust of harvest in the
fields and the coming bounty from all the hard
working farms across our province.

The end of summer also marks the end of summer
fair season. To all the thousands of volunteers who
invest so much into making their communities
vibrant and connected THANK YOU! Although
Mother Nature is not always on our side the people
who show up, buy the tickets, enjoy the food and
the entertainment sure are. Indications are
attendance was great across the province and
there were few disruptions. The fairs, rodeos,
festivals, demo derby'’s, tractor pulls, dances and
bench shows and so many more activities create,
lasting memories for families and individuals.
These activities build our communities and are at
the heart of agricultural societies across Albertaq,
Canada and North America.

Earlier this year we had concerns over certain
policies with in Alberta Gaming liquor and
Cannabis (AGLC). Particularly the use of gaming
proceeds. AAAS was able to provide feedback and
support to the AGLC board on impacts of the
policies and suggested positive changes. AGLC
has made positive changes to these policies and
we believe our members and all not for profits
accessing gaming funds will benefit from. We will
continue to monitor these important programs
and provide input when needed.



As many are aware the Regional Agricultural Societies
have had some success in gaining some much
needed support from the Alberta Government. Much of
this support is focussed on improving

governance systems and infrastructure assessments.
AAAS will continue to support our Regional Ag
Societies were ever possible as they work through their
individual pathways forward. It has also been
indicated that there may be some focus being placed
on the Primary Agricultural Societies in the near

future. We are confident that the ground work laid out
through the Regional Ag Societies review will

translate into greater awareness of the vital impact of
agricultural societies across the province and

further supportive programs.

Alberta’s Agricultural Society Infrastructure grant has
once again been distributed to over 30 Ag

Societies. This $2.5 million dollar fund was fully
subscribed in only a few minutes of opening the
application submissions. We are aware that there were
many of you who were very disappointed to

have not received support for this year. Unfortunately,
$2.5 million does not go very far when there is

over a billion dollars worth of infrastructure to be
maintained. The department has been utilizing the
best possible means to distribute these limited funds.
Please reapply as those who have already

received funds are not eligible to apply again. You will
at some point be approved, as long as the

program continues.

2025 marked the 13th year for Alberta’s Open Farm
Days. This year we had the largest participation from
our agricultural societies. The theme this year was
“Water, the life blood of every farm” allowed every
host to provide some focus on where and how they
managed their water systems and how water
impacted their operations. This made for great
information for the general public and created some
amazing experiences. The Open Farm Days team has
presented another exceptional campaign and
Albertan swarmed across our rural landscapes in
search of knowledge and adventure. We are excited for
what 2026 has to offer and have already begun the
planning. Your Ag Society should consider adding
this event to your community.

The fall meetings are scheduled and the locations have
been set. The information is available on our

website. Attending these meeting has been described by
others as impactful, informative and inspirational. We
certainly encourage your Ag Society to attend a meeting
wherever it is most convenient for you. This year we will
be seeking your feedback on important topics like
funding, volunteers and infrastructure. We will also be
looking to you for important feedback on how we are
doing. Don't miss out on this opportunity to have your
voice heard.

We are extremely excited to be part of the “You Make the
Difference” initiative. This incredible program

lead by lan Hill and fully sponsored by Fairs.com is
intended to give every Agricultural society volunteer,
staff member or board member tools and strategies to
address the complex challenges of today and

propel you and your organization into the future. Dates
and locations for this free training are being

solidified and will be announced as soon as possible.
Don’t miss out on your chance to Make the

Difference.

The annual AAAS Conference and Annual General
Meeting will take place February 6 — 8, 2026 at the

River Cree Resort & Casino. The team is extremely excited
about this year's speakers and session topics.
Remember this event is open to all agricultural society
members not just board members. If you are

looking to inspire the next generation of volunteer board
members, there is no better place to send

them that the AAAS conference.

That is all for now. | do have to say that there are more
announcements of special programs on the

horizon. So stay tuned to our website and social media
channels. As always none of this would be

possible without the amazing team at AAAS and the
AAAS board that guide us, our incredible partners

and the folks in the department. We are here to support
you in your continued success in making

Alberta the amazing province it is to live, work and play.

I'll see you at the Fall Meetings!

Tim Carson
CEO Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies



Regional Meetings are
Just Around the Comner

Our annual Regional Meetings kick off this fall across Alberta. Open to
all, no matter your region—everyone is welcome to join the
conversation and connect.

Mark your calendar for the following dates:

e October 6 — Fort Macleod
e October 15 — Indus

e October 16 — Berry Creek (Pollockville)
e October 20 — Hay Lakes
e October 21 — Elnora

e October 28 — Vilna ALBERTA . _}w “ E THANK YOU T0 OUR
e October 29 — Hardisty OPEN e

FARM DAYS PARTNERS!

¢ November 3 — Lakedell
e November 4 — Whitecourt

e November 7 — Wembley
e November 8 — Peace River

ﬂ . Government
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https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/fairs-events/2025-fall-regional-meetings/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/fairs-events/fall-regional-meetings/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/fairs-events/fall-regional-meetings/
https://albertaopenfarmdays.ca/

AGRICULTURAL

UPDATES

Funding fuels innovation at
Big Marble Farms

AGRICULTURE NEWS

Latest Ag updates in
Alberta in September 2025

Big Marble Farms—Alberta’s largest greenhouse—has secured a $2.2 million grant from Emissions Reduction

Alberta to install over 5,000 advanced grow lights. The upgrades will cut utility costs, reduce emissions, and

boost yields by 45%. Minister RJ Sigurdson noted that Alberta’s farmers are leaders in growing more with less,

and that this investment will help greenhouse operators cut energy costs, stay competitive, create jobs, and

deliver fresh, local produce to families year-round.

Avian influenza detected in
Alberta poultry flocks

The Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian (OCPV)
reports four cases of highly pathogenic avian influence
(HPAI) have been confirmed to date in 2025. One case
was in a small flock in May, and three cases (one
commercial flock and two smalll flocks) were recently
confirmed between September 8 and 10

Considering these recent detections, the possibility of a

resurgence of domestic poultry cases in conjunction with

the upcoming fall migration is a concern.

If you suspect your flock may have HPAI contact your
flock veterinarian or the OCPV at 780-427-3448.
Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation also has an
ongoing Non-Quota, Non-Commercial Disease
Investigation Poultry Program to help small-flock
poultry owners and their veterinarians (for flocks with
symptoms that meet specific criteria).

Status of ongoing_influenza cases in Alberta

Avian influenza in wild birds

Strengthening Canada's
Agri-Food Sector

The annual conference of federal, provincial and
territorial (FPT) Ministers of Agriculture was recently held
in Winnipeg. Ministers recognized the impacts of dry
conditions and wildfire activity affecting regions across

Canada, and the significant uncertainty caused by tariffs.
FPT Ministers met to advance collaborative efforts in
support of a resilient, sustainable and competitive
agriculture sector and affirmed their commitment to
working together to support hard-working producers and
processors to address a variety of existing and emerging
challenges.

More information



https://www.alberta.ca/non-quota-or-non-commercial-poultry-disease-investigations
https://www.alberta.ca/non-quota-or-non-commercial-poultry-disease-investigations
https://inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/latest-bird-flu-situation/status-ongoing-response
https://www.alberta.ca/avian-influenza-in-wild-birds
https://www.canada.ca/en/agriculture-agri-food/news/2025/09/federal-provincial-and-territorial-ministers-of-agriculture-meet-to-support-a-resilient-and-competitive-agriculture-and-agri-food-sector.html
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AWARDED

AAAS Earns “You Make

THE Difference” Grant

’ 90u mqke ‘“\E—[ AAAS is proud to announce we’'ve been awarded the You Make

DIFFEH EN CE THE Difference Grant from Fairs.com—making Alberta only the
second province in Canada to receive this honour.

- . This recognition highlights the vital role Agricultural Societies,

f fa |rs,com volunteers, and community leaders play across Alberta. With this
support, AAAS will deliver new training, tools, and resources to help
members continue making a difference in their communities.
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Keep yourself and your family safe by remembering to Click Before You Dig
and staying 7 metres away from overhead power lines. Always ask yourself

SAIZITY

lllll img

LINE? before starting your work. I.I"I'IT"I"


https://utilitysafety.ca/wheres-the-line/click-before-you-dig/
https://www.fairs.com/you-make-the-difference

Attention Restaurant Owners, Caterers
and Food Service Operators!

Grow Profits and
Decrease Costs
with QUASEP

It’s hot too good to be frue...

A membership in QUASEP is designed to help yvou earn more,
save more and increase efficiency. Mo gimmicks, no feas,
just real support

Let us show you how much more you could be earning and saving.

‘p Shannon Marynowich
*) Diractor of Business Development — Alberta
ML l M: 403.472.5463 Q QUASEP

4 E: marynowich-shannoni@avendra.com

. |
Power Line Contacts Can Be Fatal . -

When working near power lines, always remember to stay
7 METRES SAFE. If you need to get closer or require support
from FortisAlberta, call 310-WIRE (5473).

Watch out for overhead lines when working with large vehicles
or equipment, especially at dusk, dawn or when vision may
be obstructed.

Visit fortisalberta.com/farmsafety to .;j--;-r"_]ﬂ:-_-;_ o
download our Power Line Safety Plan. @1 - '\”11 'a
| J__,.flff_ Wasn Bl |
The line that connects us all -y Ny
S &j‘i“ﬁ

FORTIS

ALBERTA


https://fortisalberta.com/farmsafety

AAAS-0AAS CONVENTION  gnss:

Ontario Association of
EXCHANGE PROGRA" i
ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF %
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

Connecting Young Ag Leaders Acrass Provinces

AAAS and the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies (0AAS)
have partnered to offer a unique convention exchange program for
young professionals aged 18-40. Selected participants will have their
meals, accommodations, and convention registration fully covered.

What is the Exchange?

The Young Professionals Exchange Program offers up to ten (10) young professionals involved with
agricultural societies in Alberta the opportunity to attend Ontario’s annual agricultural convention. This
initiative is designed to foster learning, share best practices, build networks, and strengthen
collaboration between agricultural commmunities in Alberta and Ontario.

2026 OAAS Convention Details
e When: February 19-2], 2026
e Where: Sheraton Parkway Hotel, Toronto North, Ontario
e What's Included:
o Registration to the OAAS convention
o Four nights’ accommodation (shared with another delegate)
o All convention meals (brecikfost, lunch, dinner) on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
Note: Transportation to the event and any meals outside the scheduled convention meals are not
included. Selected pqrtic(i]i:)onts are responsible for those costs. Alcohol not included. Transportation
costs may be eligible under the leadership portion of the AAAS annual grant if covered by your home
Ag Society.

Who Can APpIy?
To be eligible, applicants must:
1.Be a member in good standing of an Alberta Agricultural Society.
2.Be octiS/ely involved in an agricultural society in Alberta (e.g. leadership role, committee work,
events).
3.Be between 18 and 40 years old.
4.Be available for the full duration of the OAAS convention.
5.Commit to also attend the AAAS convention in the same year.
6.Applicants may participate in this exchange for up to two years.

This initiative gives emerging Ag
leaders the chance to attend each
other's annual conventions, share
ideas, and bring fresh perspectives
back to their home communities.

LEARN MORE & APPLY ..,
‘K



https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/aaas-oaas-exchange/

SPECTATOR SEATING

Portable Aluminum Bleachers
Indoor & Outdoor Bleachers
Grandstands: Elevated & Non-elevated

Bench Seating

FOLDING WALLS - GYMNASIUM EQUIPMENT
www.longboivsales.com 403-291-3166

LIVE MUSIC
“PROUDLY REPRESENTING
TALENT REPRESENTATION FAME GROUP AGENCY @
EVENT CURATION l \
| “ % \ / \
' ‘W

AMANDA AMY ANNIKA BACKYAIID BRA\’DEN BEAMER BRITTANY CHRIS CLAYTON
& JAMES MNELSON WIGLEY KENNELL AYRIES BELLAMY
*+ f b
CRYSTAL DONNY ECONOLINE ELYSE GCIL HILLSIDE JAKE JORDYN

SHAWANDA LEE CRUSH SAUNDERS CRAND OUTLAWS MATHEWS POLLARD

KEHDII.ﬁ MARTINA MORGAN RON A. ROSEWOQOD
DAWN KLAIBER MCHNEILL AVE

FOUNDER | AGENT

<> CARLA HACKMAN

403.992.5286
CARLA@FAMEGROUPAGENCY.COM
WWW.FAMEGROUPAGENCY.COM



https://www.longbowsales.com/
https://www.famegroupagency.com/

2026 AAAS CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW

Now Friday - Sunday

Building on the momentum of a highly successful 2025
Convention—where over 500 attendees joined Alberta Ag
Societies, industry leaders, and community champions to
celebrate, share insights, and strengthen connections—we
can't wait to bring our community together again for an even
more impactful event.

Mark your calendars for February 6-8, 2026, as the AAAS
Convention returns with fresh opportunities to learn,
collaborate, and be inspired. This year, we're introducing a
Friday-to-Sunday format designed to fit more easily into
busy schedules, without losing the depth and quality of
sessions, networking, and celebrations that make Convention
so valuable.

Expect thought-provoking keynotes, practical workshops, and
plenty of chances to connect with peers and partners who
share your passion for strengthening agriculture and rural
communities. Whether it's your first Convention or your
fifteenth, 2026 is shaping up to be an event you won't want to
miss.

Save the date!

Friday, February 6 — Sunday, February 8, 2026
RiverCree Resort & Casino, Edmonton, AB

Click here for
General Info

Click here for
Accomodation Info

Click here for
Registration Info

Fred Whiteman
Tel : 780-991-9677

SIRROMA Party King,_

“Bringing the Party tu yuu!"
ANGIE MORRIS Party Equipment, Inflatables,
(403) 818.7223 | sirrema@telus.net & Amusement Rentals

sirromaentartainmeant com

www.partykingrents.com partyking@telus.net


https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/accommodations/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/accommodations/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/aaas-convention/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/aaas-convention/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/delegate-overview/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/delegate-overview/
https://sirromaentertainment.com/
https://www.partykingrents.com/inflatables/

2026 AAAS CONVENTION 2026 AAAS CONVENTION

TRADESHOW  SHOWCASE

New - One Day Only!

TH TH
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6'™" FEBRUARY 6™ - 8
8:30am - 3:00pm Performances throughout the Convention
River Cree Resort Edmonton, AB River Cree Resort Edmonton, AB

Booth applications open October 6th
Showcase your talent in front of

TRADE SHOW SCHEDULE hundreds of Agricultural Society

leaders and event organizers. It's

your chance to gain exposure, build
connections, and get booked for

NOON - 6 PM(SET-UP) future events.

FRIDAY FEB 6™
7- 8AM (FINAL SET UP) Click here to check out
8:30AM - 3PM (TRADE SHOW) Showcase Application Details

3PM - 4PM (TAKE DOWN)

AAAS CONVENTION
SHOWCASE PRICING

TRADE SHOW EXHIBITOR
PACKAGE INCLUDES:

ACOUSTIC/ROVING PERFORMANCE
(MEMBER)

ONE 10" X 10° BOOTH
ONE SKIRTED TABLE + TWO CHAIRS

ACOUSTIC/ROVING PERFORMANCE

TI0V ELECTRICAL OUTLET (NON MEMBER)
TWO LUNCH TICKETS/BOXES MAINSTAGE (MEMEER)
BOOTH DRAPING IN BLACK (CARPET NOT INCLUDED)
MAINSTAGE (NONMEMBER)
PLUS 2026 INDUSTRY PARTNER MEMBERSHIP
VIDEO SHOWCASE
Contact Contact
Doug Kryzanowski Kryssie Thomson
Industry Partnerships & Services Showcase Coordinator
doug@albertaagsocieties.ca showcase@albertaagsocieties.ca

12


https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/aaas-convention/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/aaas-convention/

Awards &

Scholarships

AFSC is excited to support the next generation of Ag Society O
leaders with a special discount proggram for delega?es under 40! AFSG

Eligibility: Delegates must be under 40 years old at the time of registration. ey

Discount: Registration is reduced to $100 per delegate. T Ia e
Rebate Details: Your Ag Society will receive a $100 rebate per delegate (up to 2 delegates) after convention.
Limited Availability: Only 60 rebates are available, awarded on a first-come, first-served basis—register early
to secure yours!

ﬂ

Important: When registering, please carefully select the correct age range for each delegate. Incorrect entries
cause delays in verifying eligibility and processing rebates.

Take advantage of this opportunity to get younger voices at the table and save on registration costs!

MARKETING AWARD SUBMISSIONS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The Marketing Awards Contest has six categories. It is The Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies have 7
held annually during the AAAS Convention. Attendance Scholarship awards that will be given to outstanding
during the convention is not a requirement to enter the post-secondary students continuing their education,
contest; however, winners will be announced and who have volunteered their time and energy to their
presented with their awards during the Saturday communities and agricultural societies. ** TWO FORMS
Night-themed gala at the Convention. Deadline for (Student application & Ag Society Nomination Form)
Submissions October 3lst, 2025. Application Deadline October 31, 2025.
LEARN MORE LEARN MORE & APPLY HERE

Presented by:

g NorTH AMERICAN MiDwAY

(7]
Celyery Stmpec



https://afsc.ca/lending/next-generation-loan/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/provincial-marketing-awards-contest/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/provincial-marketing-awards-contest/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/provincial-marketing-awards-contest/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/provincial-marketing-awards-contest/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/provincial-awards/student-scholarships/
https://afsc.ca/lending/next-generation-loan/

Simplifying
Provincewide.

r FrontDoor+ hello@frontdoorplus.com
f-l

TICKETING SIMPLIFIED frontdoor.plus

FrontDoor+ makes ticketing easy with no upfront fees,
simple tools, and powerful analytics—helping you boost
revenue and create great events.



INTRODUCING THE LIGHTHOUSE PROJECT

EMPOWERING MINDS

A PROVINCE-WIDE RURAL MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVE

AAAS is proud to launch Empowering Minds, a
province-wide initiative focused on building

stronger mental health support in rural Alberta.

Agricultural Societies have always been
central to community life, and this program
will provide them with practical training,
resources, and guidance to create supportive
environments, spark open conversations, and
help reduce stigma around mental health.

The initiative is made possible thanks to the
support of MCsnet, our Founding Partner,
whose commitment to rural Alberta extends
beyond connectivity to investing in the well-
being of communities. With their support,
Empowering Minds will reach more regions,
ensuring local voices and local leadership are
at the core of this important work.

By working together, we can build healthier,
more resilient rural communities—where
mental health is recognized as a shared
responsibility and every individual feels
supported.

Founding Partner .~

THE PEOPLE
CLOSEST TO THE
PROBLEM ARE BEST
SUITED TO SOLVE IT.

MCS.=r

dF Part f
e Lighihouse projeci-
Empowering Minds

&Eﬁ |
@f? Q‘*@d

. q‘-_a
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Together, We're Stronger
Empowering Rural Alberta Through Connection


https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/empoweringminds/
https://mcsnet.ca/

HARD WORK
MADE EASY

For you, the work never stops. From growing
crops to daily farm chores, the M7-4 tractor
was built to help farmers get it all done.
Designed for comfort and reliability, these
tractors can handle your big and small
jobs all year round. Plus, with excellent
dealership support, you can trust we work
as hard as our equipment. Make your hard
work easier with a Kubota M7-4 tractor.

M

CANADA
W)

1975 - 2025

kubota.ca | o XE



https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/ag-societies-day/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/ag-societies-day/
https://kubota.ca/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21667780699&gbraid=0AAAAADrPSHaeTSJCbl7oIsZzRgTDCaDma&gclid=Cj0KCQjw267GBhCSARIsAOjVJ4HW06nYKIAGUoGM4ru93ThQ2SSJp_oQe6FqkbUflV2PGE5O3JFosNIaAjzgEALw_wcB



https://www.fcc-fac.ca/

great

POWERED BY

canadidn 7
utilities SOLAR CLUB"
S
O
~
e POWERING A CLEANER,
%

GREENER FUTURE

Sustainable electricity, natural gas, and solar solutions

kidney

Every time you use electricity and natural gas a portion of the proceeds will
go directly to The Kidney Foundation of Alberta & The Territories,
supporting kidney and transplant patients, families and organ donors.

»

For more detailed info or to sign up, go to
greatcanadianutilities.com OR scan QR code



https://www.greatcanadianutilities.com/

Your ¢
showing—s:

Proud to stand with
Canadian Businesses.

Canadian businesses have shown
incredible strength, resilience, and grit
through changing markets and economic
uncertainty. We're proud to support them
through every challenge and opportunity,
because their success is Canada’s success.

For over 85 years, we've partnered with
farms and agricultural businesses that
drive innovation, create jobs, and
strengthen communities across Canada.
With nearly 3,000 colleagues in 70 offices
from coast-to-coast, our team is deeply
connected to people like you that make our
province thrive.

In Canada. For Canada.

Doane
Grant Thornton

Assurance | Tax | Advisory

an roots are



https://www.doanegrantthornton.ca/?utm_source=aaas&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fall_newsletter_2025&utm_content=main_link%20https://www.doanegrantthornton.ca/?utm_source=aaas&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fall_newsletter_2025&utm_content=main_link

A bank account made for
Alberta’s Agricultural Societies

The Agricultural Society Account gives you no monthly fees,
no transaction limits, a pre-approved $5,000 Mastercard, and a free
financial review — exclusive to AAAS members for a limited time.

Email Ag.Societies@servus.ca and someone from the
Cash Management team will get back to you.
Offer ends December 31, 2025."

(O servus credit union
servus.ca | 1.877.378.8728

*Terms and Conditions apply. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard Internafional Incorporated
@™ Servus Credit Union, Servus, the Servus circle and all associated logos are the intellectual property of Servus Credit Union

20


https://servus.ca/business/agri-business

is a proud Founding Partner of
~The Lighthouse Project~

Empowering Minds

Together, We're Stronger
Empowering Rural Alberta Through Connection
mcsnet.ca

RELIABLE AND AFFORDABLE
INTERNET FOR COUNTRY LIVING

>

MCSN =T

-"_'
1- '..—

Stay Connected with Us
MCSnet.ca 1.866.390.3928


https://mcsnet.ca/

—_ ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF
@ 7804272174 AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

J.G. O'Donoghue Bldg.
7000 — 113 Street, Edmonton, AB T6H 5T6

b info@albertaagsocieties.ca
9 Event Press Release:

NORTHERN ALBERTA FARM Farm Farmily Awards
FA"".Y AWARDS Date Release:

. e September 15, 2025
Celebrating Northern Alberta’s Farm Families:

Awards Program Honours Excellence, Leadership, & Legacy

The Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies (AAAS) is proud to announce
the return of the Northern Alberta Farm Family Awards, a program dedicated
to recognizing and celebrating the outstanding farm families who form the
backbone of Northern Alberta’s agricultural commmunities.

This initiative honours families who demonstrate excellence in agricultural
production, community leadership, and innovation. Many of these families
have stewarded their land and contributed to their communities for
generations, with some farms boasting histories of 75 to 100 years or more.

“Farm families are the heart of our rural communities,” said Tim Carson, AAAS
CEO. “Through these awards, we want to shine a light on the incredible
contributions Northern Alberta families make, not just to agriculture, but to
community life, rural leadership, and the future of our province.”

For many years, programs like the BMO inct
Farm Family Awards have highlighted The Objec“ves of the

farm families in Southern and Central  program include:
Alberta. After a short hiatus, it is once
again time to shine the spotlight on the
incredible families of Northern Albertq,
fostering stronger community pride
and awareness of the region’s vital role
in Alberta agriculture.

* Celebrating farming excellence
and stewardship.

¢ Strengthening rural identity and
community pride.

e Encouraging youth and new
farmers to invest in Northern
Alberta’s agricultural future.

* Highlighting sustainable practices,
innovation, and leadership in
farming communities.


https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/farm-family-awards/
mailto:info@albertaagsocieties.ca
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/farm-family-awards/
https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/farm-family-awards/

ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES

Agricultural societies across Northern Alberta in conjunction with local
municipalities, will play a central role in coordinating the nomination
process, promoting the awards, and engaging local families and
communities. Their longstanding presence and trusted leadership make
them ideally positioned to identify and honour deserving farm families.

The impact of these awards reaches far beyond recognition. They
strengthen the social fabric of rural communities, inspire youth to step into
leadership roles, and bring visibility to the families who sustain Alberta’s
food systems, land stewardship, and rural institutions. By bridging the
urban-rural divide, the program also creates opportunities for deeper
relationships between rural communities and the provincial government,
paving the way for more inclusive policy development.

Sponsorship opportunities are available for organizations wishing to align
with this important initiative and demonstrate their commitment to
supporting Northern Alberta’s agricultural legacy. The Northern Alberta
Farm Family Awards will serve as a catalyst for celebrating heritage,
encouraging innovation, and investing in the future of agriculture across
the province.

For more information, please contact Tim Carson, CEO of the Alberta
Association of Agricultural Societies, at tim@albertaagsocieties.ca.

About the Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies (AAAS)

The Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies (AAAS) supports and
connects over 292 agricultural societies across the province, fostering
community growth, leadership, and innovation in rural Alberta.



https://www.albertaagsocieties.ca/
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Since 1987, Doormasters in Red Deer has proudly served the farmers of Central Alberta.
With Garaga and Sunshine doors we have the perfect door for any application. When
your operation needs tough, low-maintenance doors that last, and 24-hr emergency
service, we’re your go-to team.

Contact us today, your farm deserves doors that work as hard as you do.

403-347-8670

E DOOFmQSterS 7911 Edgar Industrial Dr, Red Deer
GARAGA EXPERT doormastersinc.ca



https://www.doormastersinc.ca/ca

il= Alberta

=0" Municipalities
Strength
In Members

Ready to start? You can access the Expression
of Interest and Load Release Form online and
submit your interest in the program.

Have questions? Talk to the team to learn
more or get started. We will help you explore

the benefits, walk you through our transparent
approach, and discuss the right strategy for you.

Connect with us at AAASenergy@abmunis.ca.

ENERGIZING
YOUR COMMUNITY

Alberta Municipalities has partnered with the
Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies
(AAAS) to make purchasing electricity and
natural gas easler and more affordable.

We have a history of achieving great energy
rates for our members and we're proud

to partner with AAAS to help power your
community.

Access the best market pricing

Electricity and natural gas markets are actively
monitored to ensure you're always getting the
best available pricing.

Tallored to meet your needs

In-house energy experts conduct in-depth
analyses of each customer's load requirements
to ensure a customized customer profile. We
will help you explore the benefits, walk you
through our transparent approach, and discuss
the right strategy for you.

Save time & resources

No need to engage with additional consultants.
The program is built to access wholesale
markets where there is increased competition
and lower pricing. This attracts bids from
generators, financial institutions, and other
commodity dealers.

Industry-leading & Alberta-based service

We pride ourselves on providing timely and
accurate billing, including an online web portal
for all historical invoicing and data needs. As
a member-focused organization, the team
focuses on providing members with easy and
understandable solutions and advice.



https://www.abmunis.ca/energizing-albertas-communities-aaas

{/* Crop Report Snapshot: July 2025

StatsCan just released the first look at this year’s crop
production, and here are some highlights:

e Canola is the winner — production is up 3.6% nationally thanks to stronger
yields.
Wheat is mixed — overall down slightly (-1.1%), with Alberta seeing gains while
Saskatchewan and Manitoba slip.
Soybeans are struggling — down 7.3% across the board.
Corn holds steady — a slight bump (+1.4%).
Barley & oats — barley dipped a bit, oats nudged higher.

Weather was uneven this season. Alberta crops look solid, Saskatchewan

results depend on rainfall, and Manitoba faced one of the driest years on
record.

*These are early model-based estimates. Final numbers arrive December 4,
2025.

/ \ TRACTOR PULLED
ZAMBONI

3 POINT HITCH ATTACHMENT

3 - — - - Tractor-pulled Zambonis offer a cost-effective
: (zameoni) = solution for outdoor rinks.

=]

!'I;I _,;.‘-T.I':M'\ f.
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With easy maintenance and simple operation,
they provide efficient ice resurfacing, ensuring
your rink stays in top condition without
breaking the bank.

e 587-286-2772 ( LEARNMORE! )

(n5) 587-286-2772 ( GETAQUOTE!
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 OPEN FARM DAYS 2025
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https://albertaopenfarmdays.ca/

ALL
INSURANCE
LTD.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Professional Service &
Personalized Policy Support

Site visits & meeting with your
Board to review policy coverages. )

©

Replacement Cost Coverage even A

-
_ @ on older Buildings & Contents

i Deductible Options & Monthly

Payment Plans available

L

WE ALSO INSURE FARMS, COMMERCIAL
OPERATIONS, COMMUNITY BUILDINGS
SUCH AS CHURCHES & PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

U=

Al

ALL
INSURANCE
LTD.

Eric Moland
L. 780-915-0035
= eric@allinsure.ca

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
INSURANCE OPTIONS

> Community Halls

> Hockey Arenas

> Multi Use Facilities

> Fairs & Events

> Rodeo Arenas

> Indoor & Outdoor
Riding Arenas

> Curling Rinks

> Campgrounds

> Stables & Barns

> Concessions & Kitchens

> Beer Gardens

> Food Trailers

WANT TO EARN SOME EXTRA
MONEY FOR YOUR AG SOCIETY?

Simply email us photos of your events and
if we use them in future newsletter ads we
will send your Ag Society $500!

> > > Email photos to: ericallinsure.ca

Penny Lees-Smith
. B25-401-6882
& penny@allinsure.ca29


https://allinsure.ca/

Supporting the Next Generation of Farmers

AFSC's Next Generation Loan helps new, young and returning producers establish
their own farming operations with consistent, fixed-rate financing. Eligible
applicants can access terms up to 20 years, flexible repayment options, and may
qualify for a 1% interest rate reduction for up to five years. With a lifetime maximum
of $1.5 million under the incentive, this program is designed to make starting and
growing a farm more accessible.

S
AFSC
Working together, we grow

and sustain the agriculture
industry in Alberta.

Rain may not fall, however, your crop yield shouldn't.

Plant more trees, lose less.

CEVERL TR ST A oS SR o)Vl by planting with AWES.

Is your land facing increased threats from devastating droughts, wildfires, or soil erosion? There &ﬂ
are ways to protect your land. Shelterbelts and riparian buffers stabilize soil, increase water “
quality, and enhance ecological resilience on large-scale agricultural, rural, and municipal lands. ﬂ WE S
= " . Agroforestry & Woodlot
To learn more, or start your project today, email us at info@awes-ab.ca. Extension Society

Funding provided by Natural Resources Canada. 30


https://afsc.ca/
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https://afsc.ca/lending/next-generation-loan/
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Ag Society Event
O . | |
LiStings s oniene

Help us showcase the great work happening across Alberta by submitting
your event to be featured on our Events Map.

It's a great way to boost visibility, connect with new audiences, and highlight the vibrancy of
your local community.

Submit your event today and let's celebrate what makes your Ag Society shine!

L

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT AN EVENT
K

Insurance Built for

Your Community

We're proud to support Alberta’s agricultural
societies with coverage that fits the way you
serve, From rodeos to rec centres, our local
experts understand what it takes to protect
the spaces and events that bring

your community together.

Get in touch:
Perry Cramer
780.930.2050 | perry.cramer@nfp.ca

For your business.
For your people.

For youlife. (\\) N F P

NFP.ca An Aon Company 31
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Featured Entertainer at the 78th Annual
JAVAVAR anvention

. !"lIE!'.a

“Country Rock Without Borders”

@) www.darrylandersonmusic.com
B8 darrylandersonmusic@gmail.com


https://darrylandersonmusic.com/
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Farming can be challenging, but like a true community, we pull together,
supporting one another and growing stronger together. The path forward
becomes easier to navigate when you have someone walking with you.

PROUD TO SUPPORT AGRICULTURE IN ALBERTA

>
AFSC.ca AFSC


http://afsc.ca/

2025 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE

President: Petra Klempnauer
e Ist Vice President: Fred

Petra Natasha Young . .
Klempnauer Dombrosky ¢ 2nd Vice President: Jackie

w%—- Tomayer
‘ = Treasurer: Natasha
" Bt Rick . I[D)aogP Fl?rrgssig(/ant Brett Warder
Warder McCarthy ’
/ : °

Jackie .
Jesse Region 1: Petra Klempnauer
. T gion & emp

Miller 2025 e e Region 2: Shan Simpson

, BOARD OF DIRECTORS , e Region 3: Linda Toews &
Linda Sebastien Jesse Miller
Hutrisac « Region 4: Jackie Tomayer &
Audrey Shan Sebastien Dutrisac
Hewing Simpson e Region 5: Natasha

Dombrosky & Fred Young
e Region 6: Audrey Hewing

O &

AAAS INSPIRES VIBRANCY IN ALBERTA COMMUNITIES

Education, Facilitation and collaboration creates opportunities that empower
Agricultural Societies, Inspiring Rural Alberta to reach its highest potential

Excellence in direction and execution. Success through collaboration. Motivation
through education and engagement. Advocacy through example. Dedicated to
strengthen Agricultural Societies and their communities.

ORGANIZATIONAL EXCELLENCE RURAL ADVANCEMENT

Effective, Consistent Improvement, Innovative, Community, Stability, Growth, Diversification,
Continual Leadership, & Legacy-Longevity. Attractant, Renewal, Vision, & Engagement

Board Governance - Succession Planning Leadership Training - Expand Online Training Modules
Board - New Membership Recruitment Diversification - New Programming

Staff - Capacity Building Volunteering - Provincial-Wide Campaign
Foundation - MOU & Operational Alignments Funding Model - Preserve & Grow
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CONTACT US

Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies

J.G. 0'Donoghue Bldg., 7000 - T13 Street, Edmonton, AB T6H 5T6
T:780.421.2114

E-mail: :info@albertaagsacieties.ca

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
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